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Hardwick Author Wins International Award 

HARDWICK, VT, July 5, 2006/ -- Amy Hornblas, Youth Services Coordinator for Aid to Women, Men, and Children in Abuse and Rape Emergencies (AWARE), has won a Silver Award in the Print Division of the International Safety Media Awards for her book, This Is Your Brain on Television.  The award was announced at the World Health Organization’s 8th World Conference on Injury Prevention and Safety Promotion, held April 2-5, 2006, in Durban, South Africa.

This Is Your Brain on Television resulted when Hornblas, during the course of her work with children in area schools, recognized the adverse relationship between television violence and the minds of the children who watch it.  Unable to find published works on the topic suitable for both adults and children, Hornblas decided to write her own book.
Rather than portraying television negatively, This Is Your Brain on Television explains the historical context in which our brains digest input from the screen, reveals the cultural context surrounding TV in the United States, and encourages readers to look for, promote, and create programming with healthier role models.  The book’s suggested activities encourage critical thinking and viewing on the topic of media violence, and the easy-to-read, imaginatively illustrated format is ideal for children, parents, and teachers.
The International Safety Media Awards were sponsored in 2006 by the Alaska Injury Prevention Center of Anchorage, Alaska, and attracted over 40 entries from all over the world in the print, video, and audio categories.  The winning entries were announced at the WHO 8th World Conference on Injury Prevention and Safety Promotion, held biennially around the world.  The 2008 conference will be held in Merida, Yucatan, Mexico.
Amy Hornblas has served as the Youth Services Coordinator at AWARE in Hardwick for the past 7 years.  She has presented the material in This Is Your Brain on Television at numerous schools and conferences since 2002.  AWARE, founded in 1984, provides advocacy and support services to victims of domestic and sexual violence in the greater Hardwick area.  
This Is Your Brain on Television is available at the Galaxy Bookstore in Hardwick, The Blinking Light Gallery in Plainfield, and at the AWARE Office, P.O. Box 307, Hardwick, VT 05843 (802-472-6463.

Contact:  Anna Pirie, Executive Director, AWARE, aware@vtlink.net
Attachments:  (1) Press release in WORD format; (2) jpeg of Amy Hornblas holding copy of her book and the WHO trophy
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